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MR, OLAN REEVES: | guess we will go
ahead and get started. W really appreciate
you all coming out today. M/ name is Butch
Reeves, | amon the Governor's staff. W
al so have all three Board of Apportionnent
nmenbers represented. Tim Hunphries works at
Sharon Priest's office and Larry Crane works
at the Attorney CGeneral's office. And those
t hree people, the CGovernor, the AG and the
Secretary of State, nake up the Board of
Apportionment who will draw the maps.

These are the 1990 current nmaps that we
are using. (lndicating.) And it wll be
our job to help draft plans for the Board
to look at. W plan to repeat this process
once the draft plans are in draft form if
you will, come back out to conmunities,
maybe not to West Menphis, but in this area
and have the draft plan for people to | ook
at, critique, and then sonetine next fall
have the Board vote on it.

Now, we do have a website, we have a
web page with a whole | ot of information.
noti ced soneone had printed it out. That
does have a lot of information on it. It
al so has the tineline and the schedul e of
when we hope to have things conpl eted and
done. This is our website. (Indicating.)

You can actually log on and | eave conments.
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It is not really a chat line, it is just a
posting of conments. But we would like to
have your coments. Even if you didn't say
anyt hi ng today, we would still like to have
your coments so the Board can see them

We have a court reporter taking down
everything that is said. So, if you --
when we get to the question part, if you
have a question, please state your nane,
otherwise, it is going to say "Unidentified
Man" or "Unidentified Wonan". And we woul d
like to have your nanme so the Board will
know who you are.

Just a couple of quick things. W

will get the numbers that we will use to

draw the plans by the end of March. Now,
the Census Bureau will send themto us,
we will load theminto our conputer,
start working on the plan, hopefully by

Menorial Day have a draft plan posted on
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our website so that you can look at it, so
t hat when we come back to your town or to
your area, you can either be happy, or be
upset and be ready. You won't have to
wait until we walk in with the maps, they
will be posted on the website for you to
| ook at.

And | hope everybody got a hand-out.
W have both current House and Senate
districts for this area. W also have
information -- these are guesses, these
are not accurate yet. These are 1999
guessti nates by the Census Bureau for
each county. W don't have the county
nunbers yet, we won't get those until --
February, March?

MR, TIM HUMPHRI ES: March, probably
Mar ch.

MR OLAN REEVES: W have the state

nunber. The Census Bureau is reporting
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t hat Arkansas has 2,673,400 people. So,
what that will mean is that each House
district will have 26,734 people init,

or should have 26,734 for each House
district. Each Senate district should
have 76,382, or as close to that as we can
get, 76,382 for a Senate district.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  What was the tota
agai n?

MR. OLAN REEVES: 2,673,400 in Arkansas.
That is a 13.7 percent increase over the
1990 census nunbers.

MR LARRY CRANE: Butch, on the
estimates, you might let themknow -- in
fact, I will let you know. The estinmates
were built on an assunption that there was
an eight percent growh in Arkansas, and
as it turns out there was actually 13.8
percent growh. So, by definition, the
1999 estimates of popul ation that you have
in your hand are wong.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Right.

MR. LARRY CRANE: Now, they may be
equally wong all over the state.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Right.
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MR. LARRY CRANE: But they are the best
that we have right nowto work with --

MR. OLAN REEVES: Right.

MR. LARRY CRANE: -- to even mmke any
ki nd of assunptions.

MR. OLAN REEVES: So, these are
guesstinates. These percentages of |oss
or change in population on this sheet are
really guesstimates by the Census Bureau
done | ast year. And we know they are going
to be wong, because like Larry said, we
know t here are nore people than they
anticipated -- we anticipated that would
be registered for the census.

This tinme around, we are using a
conput er software called auto.Bound to help
us draw the districts. It has a |ot of
information on it that will help us. Like,
for instance, let's take 96. Can you | ook
at 96? It gives us, if we |ooked at 93, 94,
95 and 96, these districts, it tells us
the total population, the targeted, the

devi ati on between -- whi ch neans bet ween
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26, 734 and what we actually have in each

district. That is this deviation.

By law, we can't have statew de any
bi gger a deviation than ten percent. W are
going to try to get as close to zero as we
can. To nmake every House district 26, 734,
sonetines that is just not possible, but we
are going to do our best. W are going to
build -- this thing is built on precinct
[ines, not townships. The 1990 maps were
built on township |ines, those don't nean
as much as they used to statew de.

So, we are going on the precincts as
reported by your Clerk to the US Census
Bureau. That is what this systemis built
on, is precinct lines. So, these little
lines you see right here, like in 95,

96, 97, and 90, that is the precincts as
reported by your Clerk to the US Census

Bureau. This systemwll tell us how many
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whi tes, how many bl acks, how nany ot her
mnorities within, let's say, District 93,
which currently shows 22,575 people as of
the 1990 naps.

| don't know what 93 will have in it
now, but if it doesn't cone close to 26, 734,

of course, District 93 -- or 95, which has

23,681 has to get bigger, it has to grow
in size to make up the difference for the
26,734. That is essentially what is going
to have to happen to a lot of the districts
over here. And it will just depend on where
the growmh is and what -- and where the
grow h cane from

So, these lines you see between 95
and 96, if we were to nove a precinct from
95 to 96, the computer will do that and
automatically compute how many people we
nove, their race, and a whol e bunch of other

stuff. It automatically tells us what we
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have done, wi thout us

count those nunbers.

having to sit down and

The conputer tells us

that. It is fairly easy to do.

| understand -- Tim fromthe Secretary

of State's office, tel

have fi ni shed our

programs wll

be avai

s nme, after we

process, these conputer

abl e for redraw ng

the county JP districts, and perhaps schoo

di strict boundaries which have to be

exam ned. Qur conputer systemw || do that,

as well. So,

Day, we will

hopef ul

y, by next Menoria

have a draft plan on the

website with new districts proposed so that

you can | ook

new di strict

at it and figure out where your

lines are going to be.

We really cane to hear comments from you

al |l about what you like and don't |ike, what

you want and you don't want. That is really

what this is

here tal ki ng.

about rather than us sitting up

Ve will

answer questi ons,
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but we would really like for you to give
conments to the Board of what you expect to
get out of this process for your part of
the state. That is really why we are here.
Both Senate and House districts.

So, does anybody have anythi ng they
want to say? And please identify yourself
for the court reporter. Steve?

MR. STEVE JONES: Thank you.

Steve Jones. | amw th the House of
Representatives, District 95. From al
accounts, it seenms that the consensus is
t hat the popul ation growm h has been in
the northwest sections of the state. How
do you see that affecting House districts
at this point in the state, and Senate

districts?

MR. OLAN REEVES: Well, | nean,
obvi ously, where you have got growth, you

are going to have to -- the districts are
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going to get smaller, where you have not
had growth they are going to have to get
bigger. | can't tell you that adding the
districts over here in Northwest Arkansas
isn'"t going to affect you, because it is.

This is alnost |like a big bowing
gane, there is a bunch of pins, and once
you knock one down, it has a ripple effect
all the way across. W are really going to
| et the conputer do the best we can. W
have even tal ked about preserving najority
mnority districts. | don't know how many
we currently have.

MR STEVE JONES: | think in the House,
you have 13

MR. OLAN REEVES: 13. W think that
is important to keep those as best we can,
under standi ng that they are going to have
to expand in the areas where they are, and
maybe some new districts created up here
because they have sone growth. But | can't

really sit here and tell you that are going
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to have so nmany districts new or how we are
going to do it. W are going to try to
preserve boundaries as best we can, as well.

It would be nice if every county could
have one Representative, but that is not the
way the Constitution set it up, we have 100
and not 75. So, it is just going to be a
little bit difficult.

MR LARRY CRANE: Butch, the difference
is going to be that, right now-- if we can
get the nunmbers up there -- sone of those
districts have as |ow as 22,800 or 22,500
people in the district.

MR STEVE JONES: | have 23,000 in mne

MR. LARRY CRANE: 95 percent. Renenber,
we have got plus or minus five percent over
what the average is for the variance. 95
percent of the 26,700 odd woul d be 25, 350
or 60. And that would be pretty nuch the
m ni mum - -

MR. OLAN REEVES: That you coul d have.

MR. LARRY CRANE: -- that you could have
to make up a House district.

MR. OLAN REEVES: See, like District 93

has 22, 575.

10
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MR, LARRY CRANE: It is going to have to
have 25 --

MR. OLAN REEVES: And it has to have --

MR, LARRY CRANE: -- 365.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Three sonething --

MR LARRY CRANE: Yeah.

MR. OLAN REEVES: -- to pass
constitutional nuster, or someone can
challenge it. So, that necessarily, by
definition, neans it has to expand some
way, somehow. There is just no other way
to do it. But we are going to do our best
on the npjority mnority districts to keep
t hose goi ng.

| know you all don't have multi menber
districts here anynore. That is an issue
still in three parts of the state, and we
haven't -- the Board hasn't decided exactly
what they are going to do about those. W
really don't know yet.

MR STEVE JONES: What is the criteria

that you use? | nean, you said you were



23

24

25

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

going to rely heavily on the machine. There
is another criteria, | assune.

MR. OLAN REEVES: There are somne things

12
that the Suprene Court has said we rely on
conpaction, comunities of interest. They
have to touch, districts have to touch, you
can't have District 23 and District 23 with
a line between them they have to touch
You try to preserve conmunities of interest,
and that is why we are going to | ook at,
| think nore this time than before, the
nat ural boundari es.

| can't say county boundaries, because
we are splitting counties now, we have to.
But communities of interest, what do these
peopl e have in comobn with this group of
peopl e? Last time, there were cities split
because township lines split cities. W
won't -- we shouldn't have as rmuch of that

this year, because they are built on
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precincts,

not townships. So, we will be

able to see the city boundaries, as opposed

to not having themlast time. And that nade

a big difference in sone places. W wll

have nore

to say.

information, | guess | amtrying

The conpactness. The variance is a big

t hi ng, because this affects one person, one

vote. |If

or 28, 000

| have a district that has 27, 000

people in it, and a district that

only has 24,000, obviously that is a huge

di fference, and you have got to have a

justifiabl

e reason as to why you did that.

But statewide, last tine it was 9.7, is that

right, Tin®

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES: Unh-huh. (Indicated

yes.)

MR. OLAN REEVES: Which passed the

chal | enge

hi ghest .

fromthe courts, one of the

We are going to try to have that

13
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alittle nore conpact this tinme, and not
have it so varied like we did last tine.

MR AL ASHCRAFT: | am Al Ashcraft
from Wnne, Cross County. Did not the
Ar kansas Supreme Court strike down
gerrymanderi ng?

MR. OLAN REEVES: Well, the US Suprene
Court did in many cases. North Carolina,
several cases.

MR AL ASHCRAFT: What about Arkansas?

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  We are gerrynander ed
to death over here.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Well, if you | ook

14
at stuff they did with 81 -- | think it is
81 over there, it is the really el ongated
thing, but all of these districts withstood
a court challenge in the Federal Courts.
But | will kind of let Timtalk about it.

UNI DENTI FI ED LADY: \What did you say,

that they w thstood what?
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MR, OLAN REEVES: A court chall enge.

COURT REPORTER: | am having trouble
heari ng.

MR LARRY CRANE: Butch? Excuse ne.
Butch, we need to talk up so the court
reporter can hear. |If she can't hear it,
she can't have the information to get back
to the Board of Apportionnment. So, please
gi ve your nane and pl ease speak as |oudly
as possi bl e.

COURT REPORTER: Thank you.

MR TIMHUWHRIES: Yes. These
districts were approved by the three judge
panel of the Federal District Court here
in Arkansas. And the appeal was denied
t hrough the US Suprenme Court. So,
essentially, this districting plan was

approved by the United States Suprene

Court back in '91. Actually, the --

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN: ' 917

15
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MR TIMHUMPHRIES: Right. Actually,
the final appeal was made in like '93 or
'94, sonething like that.

MR. AL ASHCRAFT: | have got a foll owp.
Al Ashcraft, again. | have got a followp
on that. Did not the -- when did the US
Supreme Court make that ruling, it was after
'94, was it not, that gerrymandering was
illegal?

MR TIMHUWMPHRI ES: The United States
Supreme Court held that it is a violation
of the 14th Amendment to draw districts for
a strictly racial purpose unless there is
an adequate justification for it. And one
adequate justification for drawing majority
bl ack districts that are considered to be
gerrymandered, would be to conply with the
Federal Voting Rights Act. The Federal
Voting Rights Act is still in effect.

And so, if you draw up districts
in such a way that could be considered
gerrymandered, but you are doing it to

conply with the Federal Voting Rights
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Act, then the court has held that that is
an appropriate justification for draw ng
districts that may be considered to be
irregular. Yes, sir?

MR BILL CRAFT: | amBill Craft,
Poi nsett County Judge. M concern is --
well, just the way it is now, | am not
happy with it. Qur dominant town in
Poi ntsett County is Trumann, under the
current census | think it is 25 percent
of our popul ation, and Trumann is cut
off fromthe rest of us. And the
Representative district is tacked onto
Crai ghead County.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Right.

MR BILL CRAFT: And that dilutes
any strength that we mght have in
Poi nsett County, the popul ation up there.
And then, our Senate district is -- and

plus, we will have to go into Poinsett

County to tie it over to M ssissippi County.

Agai n, that has diluted us.

Now, | have been the County Judge six

years. And every since | have been Judge,

when | have called down to the |egislature

16
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and asked for the Senator for M ssissipp
County to return ny call, he has never
returned nmy call, because he didn't worry
about the stuff in Pointsett County.

And | don't think it is fair to a town
the size of Trumann, which is 25 percent of
our popul ation, and Lepanto, which is about
al nost ten percent of our popul ation. So,
we have really had no voice, those two
towns. Now, | must say that Representative
Tramel | has been the Representative of
Trumann, he has been a very good of Trumann
but that don't nean the next guy wll,
because nobst of their votes conme out of
Crai ghead County. And | feel like it is
an injustice to Trumann and Lepanto for
this to be divided this way.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Ckay.

MR, BILL CRAFT: And Poinsett County,

| feel like the majority of our popul ation

17
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ought to be in the sanme district.

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES:  Sure.

MR BILL CRAFT: And | am sure other
counties feel the sane way.

MR, TIM HUWMPHRI ES: Yeah. And you

know, that is a conmon conplaint that we
hear. But that is what we are here for,
you know. That is what we need to hear.
Agai n, these coments are being taken down
by the court reporter, and all of these
neetings, the minutes of all of these
neetings are going to be posted on our
website. Okay.

MR FRANK MARTIN: Frank Martin from
West Menmphis. | need to speak directly
to that. Just the way they separated
West Menphis, with over 50 percent of the
popul ation in Crittenden County, and we
have no citizen representation, because

of the way it was gerrynmandered.

18
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OLAN REEVES:. Anybody el se?
AL ASHCRAFT: Well --

OLAN REEVES:. Yes, sir?

2 % 3 %

AL ASHCRAFT: Al Ashcraft, again. It
was my understanding that they were going to
try to draw sone straight lines this tine.
And that has been coming out of the
CGovernor's office, that they were going to
draw sone straight lines. |Is that still the

attitude?

MR. OLAN REEVES: Yes, we are going to
try. And until we see the nunbers for each
county and even each precincts, | can't tel
you, "Yeah, we are going to draw that."

MR. AL ASHCRAFT: As long as you have
got that type of nentality to draw straight
lines, that is good.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Right.

MR TIMHUWHRIES: | nean, that is

the goal, but | nmean, we are constrai ned by

19
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a nunber of things, legal requirenents to
draw districts that, for instance, neet the
Voting Rights Act requirenents.

MR AL ASHCRAFT: | understand that.

MR, TIM HUVMPHRI ES: And popul ati on
requi renents, too. And plus, you know that
t he preci nct boundaries aren't straight
l'i nes.

MR. AL ASHCRAFT: Right. You have an
occasi onal straight |ine.

MR TIMHUWHRIES: Right.

MR. AL ASHCRAFT: But county Ilines
are not straight |ines.

MR TIM HUWPHRI ES: Right. But |

under stand what you are saying. Wen you

say "straight |ines" --

MR AL ASHCRAFT: That is what | am
sayi ng.

MR TIMHUWPHRIES: -- you are talking

about putting themon political --

20
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MR AL ASHCRAFT: Right.

MR TIM HUMPHRIES: -- boundaries or
nat ural boundari es?

MR, AL ASHCRAFT: Right. Here is
Earle -- here is Wnne, it is a straight
shot, and then you have got Earle over there
in one district and Parkin and Marion in
anot her district.

MR, TIM HUWPHRI ES: Ri ght.

MR AL ASHCRAFT: And that is the kind
of straight lines |I amtalking about.

MR TIM HUWPHRIES: Right, right.

MR, REG NALD ROBERTSON:  Now -- |
am Regi nal d Robertson, Crittenden County.
hear this is in the mail and com ng al ready.
But particularly in consideration, | want
some gui dance on the track lines, like you
see in one track onto your boundary lines
back in West Menphis, Crittenden County,

they are putting in Marion and G| nore.

21
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And nmaybe G I nore shoul d be done before
t hey --

MR TIMHUWMPHRIES: In the Legislative
districts?

MR. REG NALD ROBERTSON:  Yes. The
boundaries -- you know, Marion's popul ation
had i ke 79,000 votes. The vote line is at
Marion. And G lnore had |ike 20 or 15,000
votes. Are you all going to |look at that?

MR TIMHUWHRIES: That is not
sonet hing that was considered last tine. |
nmean, the census tracks, is that what you
are tal ki ng about?

MR. REG NALD ROBERTSON: | amtalking
about where you -- where did you get your
tracking from was that done al ready?

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES: The Census Bureau
draws the census tracks, and they are done.
Yeah, the actual tracks boundaries are done.
We don't have the nunmbers for themyet, but
the actual track lines are done.

MR, REG NALD ROBERTSON: Last tine, we
had nmeetings on boundary lines. | can't
remenber when it was done, but it to be --

MR TIMHUWHRIES: | don't know.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Each county submtted their own precincts,
t ownshi ps, so on and so forth. And of
course, census tracks are a congloneration
of census bl ocks and bl ock groups.

MR, REG NALD ROBERTSON: | know.

MR TIMHUWPHRIES: And that is their
own geography that the state really doesn't
have nmuch to do with. It is all, of course,
based on our county lines and our township
lines and our precinct lines. But as far
as where they actually put the census track
lines, | don't think the state has anything
to do with that, or any local group at all
Yes, sir?

MR, CHESTER THOWPSON. Chester Thonpson,
Crittenden County. Are we going to have
anot her neeting once you cone up with the
proposed lines? | think at that point you
will get sone pretty neaty comments.

MR TIMHUWHRIES: Yeah. W are
| ooki ng at probably sometine in May --

MR, CHESTER THOWPSON. Chester Thonpson,

MR TIMHUWPHRIES: -- early June, to

cone back out to this general vicinity. You

22
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know, we will cone back

areas of the state. |
right here in this bui
but we will be in the a
maps that we have done.

earlier, we are going t

out to all of the

can't say we will be

ding in West Menphi s,

rea, to show you the
As Butch said

o have them on our

website. And so, you will be able to see a

map, hopefully that wil
this on the website, an
get copies of maps like
the courthouses in the

| ook at those. (Indica

I look something like
d we will also try to
this out to all of

area so peopl e can

ting.)

I had a question over there, and | will

get right to you. Sir?
MR. LARRY BRYANT:
Forrest City Mayor. |
it in 1990 and all of t
are going to go by prec
MR TI M HUMPHRI ES:

MR, LARRY BRYANT:

Tin? Larry Bryant,
remenmber how we did
hat, but this time we
incts.

Yeah.

The question that

23
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| -- that cones to mind to me i s whether
or not, when we go by precincts, wll

the legislature set it up and follow the
gui del i nes, saying that each precinct wll
have a voting box and everybody vote by

t hose precincts? |If we are going to use

t hese numbers on one side, are we going

to be -- are we going to do it all the way
across the board so that people can track
who is voting where, when and how? The way
it is now, it is diluted.

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES:  Yes.

MR, LARRY BRYANT: And it is confusing.

MR TIM HUMWPHRI ES:  Yeah.

MR. LARRY BRYANT: And a |ot of people
get left out of the loop. And we had that
Fl orida fiasco --

MR TIMHUWHRIES: Right.

MR, LARRY BRYANT: -- and | don't want

to have an Arkansas' fiasco. So, when you
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all bring sonething in here,

try to at

| east

have sonething in the legislation that wll

say that we wll

doit "X, "Y', "Z" when it

cones to the actual voting, regardl ess of

how you draw the districts.

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES:  Ckay.

MR, LARRY BRYANT:

to be together.

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES: Wl |,

Because it al

that is

needs

dul y

noted and, you know, | will certainly |ook

at something like that. Yes, sir?

MR, M CHAEL HUGHES: | am

M chael

Hughes

from Marion, just wanting to know if these

public neetings wll

website?

MR TIM HUWPHRI ES: Yes, these --

MR, LARRY BRYANT:

thi s norning.

MR, TI' M HUMPHRI ES:

on the website.

And of course

we sort

be announced on the

yes.

This one was on there

Thi s nmeeting was
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of called this one later than sone of the

ot hers.

But yes, future meetings will be

posted on the website, all of themwll.

And what we have done is, we have sent press

releases to local nedia. | understand that

some of the radio stations have carried

stories about

newspapers have, necessarily.

it, but not all of the

And we can

send out the press rel eases, but we can't

make t hem publish them

But we hope, through, you know, those

press rel eases and what does get out, and

t hen through word of mouth, and then pay

attention to our website, | really encourage

you to | ook at

it fromtine totine. W

are putting new stuff on it all the tine,

especially in our resources and |inks pages.

It has got

- as | run across an article

on the Internet, or sonething |ike that,

wi | |

put

it

up.

And there is a |l ot of good
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i nfornati on that you can find out by the
websi te.

MR, FRANK MARTIN: | couldn't downl oad
the drafts, though, of the maps. What do
need to downl oad the maps? What software

are you using?

MR TIMHUWPHRIES: That, | am not sure.

We are going to have -- by the time we get
ready to put maps on the Internet, the new
nmaps, we are going to have a reader on
there, and that information will be on the
web page.

MR FRANK MARTIN: COkay.

MR TIM HUVPHRI ES: But | amnot --

MR, FRANK MARTIN: | tried to downl oad
it the other day, Mnday, and | couldn't.
Now, | could downl oad the infornation, but
couldn't downl oad the naps.

MR TIM HUMPHRIES: So, the current
maps, you coul dn't downl oad?

MR, FRANK MARTIN: Right.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN: Wl |, you know,

M. Martin's problens nmay be operator error.

MR. FRANK MARTIN:  Yeah.

MR TIMHUWHRIES: Well, that is ne,

t 0o.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN: Be sure the court
reporter got that down.

MR TIM HUMPHRIES: You know, this
doesn't sound right, as | amthinking about
it, but I think Adobe Reader is what you
need to downl oad the current maps.

MR, OLAN REEVES: O Acrobat Reader.

MR TIMHUMPHRIES: And | am not real
conputer literate nmyself, but this stuff is
real easy, | nean, what we are dealing with
just really nmakes it easy.

MR. OLAN REEVES: And one thing | wll
tell you, that the maps you see posted wll
be drafts, they are not final in any form
Until the Board votes on them they are not
final. So, input is critical once the draft
proposal s are on there. And even before the
Board actually votes on them we will have
gone out to all of the communities and cone

back to the Board. They will have a full
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bl own hearing. | don't know how long it
|asted last tinme, but there were some groups
that came and were still unhappy about the
draft proposal that didn't get changed.

Sone changes were made based on comments we
heard fromconmunities just |ike this when
the drafts were brought out.

So, it does matter, and we do want
to hear what you have say, unhappy, happy,
don't like -- like this part, don't I|ike
this part. W need to know that, because
the Board can't change it if they don't hear
it. And even the neeting in Little Rock
the big one where they are all there, they
still may need to hear your voice again if
you are unhappy about sonething, because
they can still change it, as of that day.
It won't be final until they vote on it.

MR TIMHUWHRIES: This may have
al ready --

MR, CHESTER THOWPSON. Chester Thonpson,

agai n.
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MR TIMHUMPHRIES: Yes, sir?
MR, CHESTER THOWPSON: Are you goi ng

to change it just because sonebody is

29

unhappy?

MR. OLAN REEVES: No. No, | don't
nean that. | nean, if what we have heard --
like when | read the transcripts of the
last tine, there were -- there was a court
case actually going on, and so there were
t hi ngs brought up that had to be changed
based on what was brought up during that.

But we want -- | mean, we want people
to understand what we went through to get
to this process. And if you are not happy,
we want to know about it. | amnot telling
you they will change it, | amjust telling
you, we want to know if you are unhappy,
and we want to know why you are unhappy,
so that maybe we can tell you why we did

what we had to do to make this fit, because
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this is like a big puzzle. But the conputer
will actually help us tell more information
this time than we have ever had before,
t hi nk.

MR TIMHUWPHRIES: W -- the staff
is going to do the best job that we can
but we are not from West Menphis, we are

not from Springdale, we are not fromthose

various comunities. And sonetines, people
who are up there in those areas can cone

in and show the Board a better way, in

such a way that the Board, you know, when
it finally votes, it will adopt it.

And that is the reason -- that is the
way that the computer hel ps. Because now,
it is -- if sonebody does show that better
way, it is easier, and we have nore
capability of going in with the computer
and actually making it better that way

than we did even |ast tinme. | nmean, we
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were ai ded by a conputer last tine, but
our programis nuch better, | think, this
time. Reginald?

MR, REG NALD ROBERTSON: First, going
back to what the gentlenman here said, going
back to the straight Iines thing, again
Regi nal d Robertson is nmy name. WII
Senators or Representatives get a chance
to make sure they are protected?

MR TIMHUWHRIES: They will have
i nput -- yes, sure, they will have input.
| mean, they always do, they always have.

MR, REG NALD ROBERTSON: I nput is one

thing, protection is sonething el se.

MR TIM HUWPHRI ES: Well, you know,
that is -- like | say, the Board has
always in the past listened to what the
Represent ati ves have to say.

MR LARRY CRANE: TinP

MR TIMHUWMPHRI ES: Now, whether that
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is at the top of the pecking order on the

criteria that they use or not is sonething

that there is no way for us to know at this

point in tinme.

MR, LARRY CRANE: One of the

consi der ati ons that

has been hel d as being

a valid consideration in this process is

to preserving incumbency, and that is a

consi derati on that

tell you right

is okay. And we wll

now, standing here today,

we are going to start with these maps.

We are not going to start with a bl ank

slate and try and redraw the world. W

are going to start with these maps and

nmake t he adjustnents that have to be nmde

because of the changes in popul ati on and

such.

So, that should give the Representatives

and Senators sone confort, although there

is -- you know,

t hat

is not an absol ute
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guarantee that everybody is going to get to
stay in their district, period.

MR TIMHUMPHRI ES: Another criteria
t hat has been approved by the court is
preserving the cores of existing districts.
| nean, that is one of the criteria that
the courts use. | have got a question over
here, first. Didn't | see a hand over here?
kay. Go ahead.

MR, GLEN FENTER: Is there anything
froma | egal aspect that has been changed
mar kedly since the last tinme when these
districts were drawn?

MR, LARRY CRANE: \What is your --

MR, GLEN FENTER. Do you not know
anyt hi ng nore about what is acceptable now
than you did then? And if so, will that
t ake precedence over sone of the things
that you nmight have done in the past that
woul d not still hold up legally today?

MR TIMHUWHRIES: The law is much
nore unclear now than it was then. There

were sonme Suprenme Court cases in the
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m d-' 90s that considerably mnmuddi ed the
waters for us. In "91, we had the | uxury,
so to speak, of having a court order that
told us to do the districts in a certain
way. In the year 2001, we don't have that
[ uxury, we don't have a court order telling
us how to do the districts, so we have got
to read the cases and ki nd of see what the
| egal | andscape is.

And to tell the truth, it is very
uncl ear, and every commrentator that you
read, and there are some on our website,
will tell you that, that it is just not
cl ear exactly what has to be done. And it
| ooks like the '01 redistricting all over
the country is going to be a bonanza for
| awyers.

MR. LARRY CRANE: If you could give
your name when you ask a question, we would
appreciate it.

MR. GLEN FENTER: d en Fenter

MR TIMHUWHRIES: Yes, sir?

MR. AL ASHCRAFT: Al Ashcraft, again.
Do you have a -- say, out of the 100 House

districts, do you have an idea, percentage
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or a nunber, of how many of them are going
to need to be restructured under the 95
percent rule?

MR, LARRY CRANE: 100 percent of them
are going to have to be restructured.

MR TIM HUMWPHRI ES:  Yeah, because of
the --

MR. OLAN REEVES: Until we get all of
t he nunbers, we really can't answer that
questi on.

MR TIM HUWPHRI ES: Ri ght.

MR. OLAN REEVES: | nean, because it
wi Il depend on how much growth in sone
districts and how little growth in others.
And | hate to even venture a guess.

MR. AL ASHCRAFT: | nean, they are al
pretty close to, say, the 95 percent of
26, 000.

MR TIM HUWMPHRI ES: M guess, based
on what happened in '91 was, as Larry said,

every district will be changed to sone
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extent, you know, sone a whole lot. You
can go up here where they experienced, |
think it is 41 percent growh in Benton

County, where they have picked up sonething

like -- in Benton and WAshi ngt on County,
t hey have picked up 7,000 people, 7,800 or
8,000 people. Those districts are going to
have to shrink geographically.

And in these areas where you have
experi enced zero growh or you have | ost
fol ks here, and that has happened in the
various parts of the Delta, when you have
got to find 2,000 nore people to put in the
district in the first place and you have
| ost popul ation and have just held your own,
in a state that has experienced 13 percent
grom h, then the districts are going to have
to get a whole lot bigger. Yes, sir?

MR, LARRY BRYANT: Tim Larry Bryant,

Forrest City. Wen will we get the first
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nunbers in? | know that Decenber 31st was
supposed to be one point.

MR TIMHUWHRIES: Right.

MR LARRY BRYANT: The nunbers that we
can | ook at that -- or at |east the nunbers
on this page for Forrest Gty --

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES: Right.

MR, LARRY BRYANT: -- now, these nunbers

are not right.

MR, TIM HUWPHRI ES: They are not right.

| mean --

MR, LARRY BRYANT: They are about a
t housand short in nmy town.

MR TIMHUWHRIES: Right. And the
nunbers -- and the nunber for the state
that came out that Butch was tal ki ng about
earlier shows that that is really way off.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Right.

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES: Because it shows

13 percent growmh for the state, and that
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only shows eight percent growth for the
st at e.

MR LARRY BRYANT: When will --

MR, TIM HUWPHRI ES:  March.

MR, LARRY BRYANT: WII it be on your
website once you get it so that we can | ook
at the nunbers, the actual nunbers for what
we have now, the real nunbers we are going
to be dealing wth?

MR TIMHUWHRIES: It will be -- yes,
it will be not our website necessarily, but
on the Census Bureau website. And | am not
exactly sure what they are going to have on

their website. The nunbers will be

avail able in either paper formor on a CD
or on another kind of disc fromthe State
Data Center, the Arkansas State Data Center,
it is at UALR And | can't renenber their
phone nunmber. If | give you the one that |

am t hi nki ng about, it will be the wong one,
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so | better not do that, you will be calling
nmy nei ghbor or something. But --

MR LARRY CRANE: There is a link off
our website to that.

MR TIMHUWPHRIES: There is a link
on our website to the Arkansas State Data
Center. That is your source for the actual
nunbers, however you want them And | know
you will want them for Forrest City and for
St. Francis County. And | think they wll
be able to give you that. W will have
them too, we will be sending those nunbers.

By law, we are required to send the
nunbers to the various Election Commi ssions
around of the state, so that they can do
Justice of the Peace redistricting. So,
about that tinme, we will be -- so, you can
work with your local folks in that regard,

too. They will be out there avail abl e.
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pass that information down.

MR TIM HUMPHRIES: No, | understand
that. Yes, sir?

MR LEO CH TMAN: Leo Chitrman, a West
Menphis citizen. | am concerned about
t he agendas for the next neeting dates,
and al so would Iike you to provide some
i nformation about themso we wll have
some kind of idea about what is going
to take place. It will give us an
opportunity to have a pre-neeting to
tal k about the pros and cons, rather
than to repeat sone of the sane things.
And | amtal ki ng about constructive
criticism not just sonething to prol ong
t he neeting.

MR TIMHUWHRIES: Right.

MR. LEO CH TMAN. W had asked you to
provi de sone information, and | talked
about it at that time to the former State
Representative and the Attorney CGeneral,
and that was when you were tal king about
conput er discs and stuff |ike that.

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES: Unh-huh. (Indicated
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yes.)

MR LEO CH TMAN: We have never been
able to get it. | hope things have changed
to the point nowthat it can be provided and
peopl e can get that information for their
conputers.

MR, TIM HUWPHRI ES: Ri ght.

MR LEO CH TMAN. And it will help
us to understand, and we can | ook at it
hopeful ly, where we can police this nmatter
regardi ng that every vote does count.

MR TIM HUWPHRI ES: Ri ght.

MR, LEO CHI TMAN: In nuch the sane
way - -

MR TIM HUWPHRI ES: Well, that
information, like | say, is going to be
avai l abl e through the State Data Center.
The same information that Board of
Apportionment has is going to be avail able
fromthe Census Bureau through the State
Data Center. As far as what we can provide,
| amjust not sure. | nmean, we will put on
the website everything we can possibly get

onit, | nean, | pronise you that. But I
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don't know, because the data is just huge,

40
| mean, it is a huge data base.

MR. LEO CH TMAN: That was the problem
last tine we tal ked about it.

MR TIMHUWHRIES: Right.

MR LEO CHI TMAN: | believe it is
because the US Census is at the nationa
level, and it was took large at that tine
to try and break it down to sizes you could
use on a small PC of the smaller areas.

MR TIMHUWPHRIES: As | recall, they
had a per county cost on the data | ast
time, and | think they will do it the sane
way this tine. | think it is fairly small
| don't think it is prohibitive, especially
if a group of people got together and did
it. | nmean, you know, as | recall, it was
$75.00 a county, | may be wong about that.

MR. LEO CH TMAN. And maybe | can

find those down at the library or at the
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conmunity coll ege out in these areas,
because usually you can go down and access
t hat .

MR TIMHUWPHRIES: Right. And we are
going to be encouraging -- | amsure the

conmunity colleges like this one here will

41
have sonme data avail abl e.

MR. LEO CHI TMAN: | just wanted to raise
t hose concerns for getting information.

MR TIMHUWPHRIES: Al right.

MR. OLAN REEVES: The one thing that you
wi Il have that you didn't have in '90, the
maps wi |l be avail abl e before we conme back.
They will be on the website, you can pul
that map down. And if you can download it,
it actually goes down to the block |evel.

We are not showing it that way, but it does
actually go -- you can look at city streets,
nanes, and it tells you how nany people

live on that side of the street, the left



15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

side of the street, the right side of the
street, it tells you all of that stuff.
That will actually be avail able before
we ever come so you can say, "Wy did you
split West Menmphis," or "Wy did you put
Marion on this street, or Forrest City,"
or whatever it is. You can ask those
questions. It will be easier than the '90
nmeetings, | think.
MR, LEO CH TMAN. Ckay. Thank you

MR TIMHUWPHRIES: | know that Reggie,

42

and perhaps sone of the others around in

this area, actually had computers and

used conputer software last tine to do

what you were tal ki ng about there. And

inthat light, | would |ike to encourage
anybody who is thinking about doing that,

you know, buying your own software, we

use auto.Bound redistricting. It is a

product of Esri Corporation, it runs on
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ArcView software, it is an extension of
ArcVi ew sof tware.

And we woul d encourage anybody, if
you are shopping for software, | don't
necessarily say, "Buy this," but talk to
your vendors and neke sure that whatever
you wind up with is either this or sonething
that can talk to this, you know, sonething
that, if you give us a plan, that we can
easily convert it. Because | nean, the
easier it is to convert to what our software
is, the better we will be able to evaluate
any suggestions that we get.

MR OLAN REEVES: And | think it ran
about $3,500. 00, $3,800.00 per license for

the software. It wasn't nearly as expensive

as it was last tine.
MR TIMHUWPHRIES: And it runs on a
power ful machine, but it was a desktop PC

that | think you can probably buy, you know,
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| ocal ly.

MR, LARRY CRANE: You can. You can
buy themlocally now that are -- that wll
run this, or you could get a new machi ne for
about 400 bucks that will run it.

MR, OLAN REEVES: And for instance,
like District 96 and District 95, it shows
you that the line runs along ditch nunber
15, right by Interstate 40, it mirrors
Interstate 40, and these are the streets
in West Menphis where 96 is, and you can
actually see the street nunmbers. And once
we get the census data, it will have houses,
and tell you how nmany people live on is
this street and how many people |ive on each
bl ock, and how nmany are in this precinct.

Just like this shows district-w se, we
will have it precinct-wise, and it will have
a breakdown of all of the minority, black
white, the whole bit. | mean, it will be

nmuch easier to be able to see what each
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preci nct | ooks |iKke.

MR TIMHUWPHRIES: | am going to show
you, give you an idea of that. You can
ook at it. (lndicating.) Let's see. Here
is a block that bounded by Richland Street
on the south, and it shows you the bl ock
nunber and the total population. GCh, | am
at the wong level. Let ne get to the block
| evel . Okay. That shows you that that
bl ock has 52 people in it.

MR LARRY CRANE: And it is all white.

MR TIMHUMPHRIES: And the racia
breakdown of the bl ock

MR. OLAN REEVES: Right. And that is
what we will have, precinct by precinct,
bl ock by bl ock, when the Census Bureau gives
us back that information so that we can
instantly know this district has 26,734
peopl e, and how many bl acks, whites, where
they live, the whole bit. And it will be
much easier, | think, for you to | ook and
critique based on what you have seen that
you don't like about District 96 that we
redrew the lines in.

And that is what this is designed
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for, that is why the Board is having

t hese neetings, and we will be com ng back
out. Any other comrents or questions? |
really think the next neeting will be nore
producti ve, because we will really have
nore to talk about. W are just trying

to |l et you know about the process wll

be this tine and how it is going to work,
and tinelines, and so forth.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  Did you say that
these maps will be avail able by Muy?

MR TIM HUVMPHRI ES: W hope to have
them by Menorial Day. That is posted on
the --

MR, LARRY CRANE: That is not a
guar ant ee.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Yes.

MR, LARRY CRANE: That is not a
guarantee. Let me say it one nore tine.
That is not a guarantee, that is a target.

MR. OLAN REEVES: That is just our
goal. The | aw says we have to have this

done by February 1st. Okay? That is what

45



24

25

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

the Constitution says. Well, that is an

i mpossibility, because we don't get the

nunbers fromthe US Census Bureau unti
March, so we can't do it.

But we are going to do our best to
have it done before the sumer starts so
we can have these neetings in the early
sumer. So, by Septenber, Labor Day, the
Board we will have an idea of what they
are going to do. That is really our goal
and that is just our goal. So we wll
have everything in place a year before
the election in Novenber in 2002, we will
know what the maps are in Novermber 2001

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  You need to |et
us know ahead of time in case we need to
nmove.

MR, LARRY CRANE: Exactly, exactly.

MR TIMHUWMPHRIES: That is --

MR. LARRY CRANE: That is really it,

46



19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

11

12

13

that really was the reason

MR TIMHUWMPHRIES: That is the reason
for our target date of trying to get this
done by Cctober 1.

MR, OLAN REEVES: So you will know
if youlive in District 22 or District 23.

MR LARRY CRANE: Right.

MR, TIM HUWMPHRI ES: And a person who
wants to run for a Legislative seat has to
establish their residence a year before the
general election is run

MR. OLAN REEVES: Right. So, if during
this time frame you have any questions, you
can either log on and ask us the question
we have staffers that staff this office, not
any of us, we go over there quite often, but
we actually have staffers there. So, if you
want to call and ask questions or |log on and
ask some questions, Shanacee usually answers

t he phone, but Ron is over there, too, they
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are in the AEGON Buil ding across the street
fromthe Capitol. That is where our big
conputers are and the big printer maps.

So, if you really have questions that
aren't answered by the website, just call
them | would tell you the nunber, but I
can't think of it.

MR AL ASHCRAFT: It is 682-4592.

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES: 4592.

MR. OLAN REEVES: 682-4592.

MR. AL ASHCRAFT: They are very hel pful.

| have called themtw ce and they answered

48

ny questi ons.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Cood.

MR, AUTHOR W THERSPOON: My nane is
Aut hor Wtherspoon, and ama JP from
St. Francis County. | have been having
problens with the JP district, and came over
to see if you can help me with that. Wo

is --
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MR TIMHUWPHRIES: Well, as far as
your current districts go, the hay is in the
barn on that. | mean, you have had the | ast
el ections that there are going to be under
the current districting plan. W are going
to have work stations set up so that after
we are through with what we do, we are going
to help the County El ection Conmm ssions --
we are going to offer technical assistance
to the various County El ection Comm ssions
around the state to help themdraw JP
districts.

If they want us to help them they wll
be able to use, you know, a work station
that we have set up. W are going to set
up a few around the state, at |least we are

going to try that. And so, again, this is

going to be an offer that we nake to the
El ecti on Comm ssions who are responsible

for drawi ng those JP districts.
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MR OLAN REEVES: One thing | wll
tell you, the Secretary of State and a
group, a conmpany out of Fayetteville, has
spent the last year making sure that the
maps in the county are |like the state maps.
They have gone county by county, because
we found before, sone county naps don't
match the state maps. And the Secretary
of State, through CAST, has spent an
i nordi nate anmount of tine going county
to county to make sure the naps of your
county courthouse match the maps that the
Secretary of State and the State El ection
Commi ttee have.

And Timthinks -- we think they have
done a pretty good job of making those
maps, so that when we redraw the |ines,
they will have current and accurate maps,
and you won't be running for a House
district, and the county says you live in
the district and state map says you don't,

because that happened a couple of tines.
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So, we are going to try to make sure that
doesn't happen this tine, and | think they
have done a pretty good.
UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  You nean, we can
trust sonmebody in Fayetteville to do that
right?

MR. OLAN REEVES: They were paid.

They were paid well. Any nore questions
or comrents? Well, thank you all for
comng. |If you all have any questions

after we | eave, you can call any three of
us or call the main nunber.

(WHEREUPQN, at 12:49 p.m, the
proceedi ngs were concl uded.)
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SI GN-I N SHEETS.
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VAPS.
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ATTACHMENT.
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ARKANSAS )
SS. !
COUNTY OF PULASKI )
I, DONNA KAYE PETRE, Certified Court

Reporter and notary public in and for the County of
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Pul aski, State of Arkansas, duly conm ssi oned and
acting, do hereby certify that the above-entitled

proceedi ngs were taken by ne in Stenotype, and were

thereafter reduced to print by nmeans of conputer-assisted

transcription, and the sanme truly, and
correctly reflects the proceedi ngs had.

WHEREFORE, | have subscribed ny
signature and affixed ny notarial seal as such notary
public at the City of Little Rock, County of Pul aski

State of Arkansas, this the 10th day of January, 2001

DONNA KAYE PETRE, CCR
NOTARY PUBLIC I N AND FOR
PULASKI COUNTY, ARKANSAS
LS CERTI FI CATE #125

My Conmi ssion Expires:

August 4, 2010.
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